
Tēnā koutou katoa

I am delighted to welcome you to our 
school through the 2017 Prospectus.  

Paraparaumu College is a community of 
great people – our students, parents and 
whānau, teachers and other staff.  So, 
welcome to the Paraparaumu College 
community where relationships of care 
and connectedness are fundamental to 
everything that we do.  It’s great to have 
you with us.

Our “Good Learner” profile is our 
shared vision which guides our learning, 
teaching and interactions with each other.  
Paraparaumu College’s “Good Learners” 
(both students and staff) have integrity - a 
strong moral compass which enables us to 
make positive decisions.  We have curiosity 
and an independence which sparks our 
critical thinking.  The learning emphasis at 
Paraparaumu College is on collaboration 
to develop ideas, create knowledge and 
solve problems rather than individuals 
simply recalling facts.  We are self-
managing learners who show resilience 
when facing challenging problems or 
issues.  

In class and through sporting, cultural and 
leadership activities, we learn the skills 
needed to effectively collaborate with 
each other and with the wider community.  

You will be joining Paraparaumu College 
at an exciting time of change as we 
continue to develop our curriculum, 
teaching approaches, pastoral structures 
and architecture to make sure that all 
our students experience a world class 
education.

We are very proud of our students’ recent 
results in NCEA and the New Zealand 
Scholarship exams.  The most recent 
results of our Year 11 and 12 students were 
significantly above the national average 
for other high decile schools.  In Year 13, 
the 29 New Zealand Scholarship awards 
gained by Paraparaumu College was the 
highest of any co-educational school in 
the greater Wellington region, and third 
overall.  Seven of these scholarships were 
awarded at ‘outstanding’ level, placing 
these fantastic students in the top 0.3 
percent of students in their subjects, 
nationally.

I am so proud to be Principal of this 
College.  If I haven’t done so already, I 
greatly look forward to meeting you, 
showing you around our school and 
discussing how we can work and grow 
together. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Gregor Fountain 

Welcome from the Principal



Scholarship Success

The academic highlight of 2015 was 
undoubtedly the exceptional results 
gained by Paraparaumu College students 
in the 2015 NZ Scholarship Awards. 
Scholarships were awarded in 11 different 
subjects but of particular note were the 
results from Physical Education where 11 
scholarships were won, with 5 of these at 
the ‘Outstanding’ level.

PC4Me and BYOD

 We have a robust infrastructure which 
allows students to bring their own tablets, 
laptops and chrome-books to access 
online resources.  We would expect Year 
9 students to have their own device. 
PC4Me is our online learning community 
through which teachers and students 
share resources and ideas anytime from 
any place.

Enrichment Classes

Junior (Year 9/10) enrichment classes 
operate in English, Mathematics, Science 
and Social Studies. Placement in the Year 

9 classes is initially based on previous 
primary school testing and movement 
in and out of these classes may occur. 
Year 10 classes are selected on Year 9 
performance. Senior (Years 11, 12, 13) 
classes are based on students’ results and 
interests.

Year 10 Mathematicians 

The Computational and Algorithmic 
Thinking Competition was held by the 
Australian Maths Trust in March 2016. 
Robin Shen gained a High Distinction by 
gaining 100%, a remarkable achievement.  
Also from Year 10, Sarah Przychodzko and 
Dillon Pike were awarded Distinction and 
11 other students were awarded Credit. 

Aiming for Excellence
Our CARE framework provides 

some tools to support our relational 

approach.  It helps us to develop positive 

relationships of care and connectedness.

“The College Scholarship 
results are the highest for 
any co-educational school 
in Wellington. Your NCEA 
achievement in Level 1 & 2 
continues to be above national 
rates and particularly the 
significant increase in the 
achievement of Maori students.” 
Peter Hughes, Secretary for Education, 2016

Year 12 Scholarship Success 2016



Leadership
Paraparaumu College strives to offer a 

multitude of leadership opportunities 

which develops skills, grows confidence 

and extends responsibility, within both 

the College environment and the wider 

community.

 • Arts and Sports Captains 

 • BOT Representative

 • Community Captains  
 & Service Committee

 • Facilitators

 • House Captains and Co-ordinators 

 • Librarians

 • Peer Mediators

 • Peer Support

 • Safe Schools Ambassadors

 • Senior Leadership Camp

 • Student Council Representatives

 • Year 9 Leadership Forum 

 • Year 10 Sports Ambassadors

 • Year 11 Sports Mentors 

Community Captains 

A new leadership role where students 
organise, oversee and provide support 
for community initiatives. They also run 
the Services Committee that facilitates 
collections for charities and community 
group promotions. 

Facilitators 

A hugely important role that connects 
junior and senior students. Year 13s attend 
junior form classes to support, interact and 
provide positive role modelling.  

House System

The House system continues to go 
from strength to strength and provides 
a number of opportunities to become 
involved in leadership. The Year 13 House 
Captains, along with co-ordinators 
organise a variety of sport, arts and 
cultural events that all students can 
participate in. The House co-ordinator 
role encourages these younger students 
to involve themselves in the school 
community whilst growing their self-
confidence and organisational skills.

New
Initiative

2017

Year 10 Sports Ambassadors

This is a strong initiative to grow confident 

and capable young leaders through sport. 

These students have been one of the 

driving forces behind primary school sport 

over numerous years - coaching, refereeing 

and mentoring primary school teams. In 

addition, they have assisted in primary 

school swimming, triathlon, cross country 

and orienteering events to name a few.

Kapa Haka

Te Waiata Rangatahi is the College Kapa 

Haka roopu, where students and staff 

can enjoy learning waiata and haka, as a 

whānau.

“Students are offered a 
range of opportunities 
to become involved in 
leadership roles.” 

Education Review Office Report.

Leadership in the Community 

Kellee Candy

“In January 2016 I was lucky enough to 

travel to Canberra, Australia where I 

participated in the National Youth Science 

Forum held at the Australian National 

University for 2 weeks. The forum 

included visiting one of only 3 NASA 

space observatories in the world, digging 

for fossils and debating in Australian 

Parliament. I also got to personally meet 

the winner of the Nobel Prize for Physics. 

It was such an honour to attend this forum 

and staying at a university over there has 

really prepared me for next year. I would 

recommend this to anyone.”

Harriet Charters

Harriet has been selected to represent 

NZ as part of the Australian National 

United Nations Youth Conference. She 

will travel to Brisbane from July 1 to 

engage in various workshops and debate 

pressing world issues and then on to 

Samoa to provide hands on aid work. 

Upon returning, Harriet will spend a day 

in Wellington speaking with diplomats 

and foreign trade policy officers, who 

represent NZ in the UN.  



2017
Courses
The learning programme is 

structured around the NZ 

Curriculum’s eight learning 

areas. In Year 9, each student 

chooses 4 options (one from 

each of Group 1, 2 and 3 plus 

another from any of the 

Groups). We encourage all 

Year 9 students to study a 

broad curriculum including 

Languages, Technology and 

The Arts.

Full course information 

booklets are available to 

download from the college 

website.

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13
Compulsory Subjects are Highlighted 
Non-compulsory subjects are subject to student demand Option Subjects  

6 Compulsory + 4 Options 6 Compulsory + 2 Options 3 Compulsory + 3 Options 1 Compulsory + 5 Options 5 Options

ENGLISH

English English English English English

Film Making Media Studies Media Studies Media Studies Media Studies

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics and/or 
Statistics

Calculus

Statistics

Mathematics 

SCIENCE

Science Science Science Science

Health Science Academy Biology Biology

Chemistry Chemistry

Physics Physics

Horticulture Horticulture Horticulture Horticulture Horticulture

Environmental Science Environmental Science

SOCIAL SCIENCES & COMMERCE

Social Studies Social Studies History History History

Geography Geography Geography

Social Studies

Travel & Tourism Travel & Tourism

Classical Studies Classical Studies Classical Studies Classical Studies (from 2017) Classical Studies (from 2018)

Financial Literacy Business Studies Economics Economics Economics

Accounting Accounting Accounting

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education

Outdoor & Physical 
Education

Outdoor Education

Physical Activity Studies

Outdoor Education

Physical Activity Studies

Sports Leadership Sports Leadership

Health Health Health Health Health

THE ARTS  (Group 1)

Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Painting

Photography

Mãori Performing Arts Design

Art History Art History

Music Music Music Music Music

Performing Arts Performing Arts Drama Drama Drama

Dance Dance Dance

LANGUAGES  (Group 2)

French French French French French

Te Reo Mãori Te Reo Mãori Te Reo Mãori Te Reo Mãori Te Reo Mãori

Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese

Spanish

Mandarin

Spanish

Mandarin (from 2017)

Spanish

Mandarin (from 2018)

Spanish (from 2017)

Mandarin (from 2019)

Spanish (from 2018)

Mandarin (from 2020)

TECHNOLOGY  (Group 3)

Digital Technology Digital Technology Digital Technology Digital Technology Information Technology

Information Science

Information Management

Food & Nutrition Food & Nutrition Food & Nutrition Food & Nutrition Food & Nutrition

Catering & Hospitality Catering & Hospitality Catering & Hospitality

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Technology Textiles Technology Textiles Technology Textiles Technology Textiles Technology Textiles

Technology Hard Materials Technology Hard Materials Technology Hard Materials Technology Hard Materials Technology Hard Materials
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Visual Art

The Art 
Department is 
always delighted 
with the 
creative talent 
that emerges 
from both 
our junior and 
senior school. Students are encouraged 
to express themselves and we cater for 
personal choice and students interests. No 
previous experience needed, all welcome! 

“Art is peaceful and calming, it lets our 
creativity flow, it lets the stress go! I never 
thought art was enjoyable but I ended up 
loving it once I came to college” 

“I love Art - everyone here is so kind” 

Music 

“Music is fun- I can now play guitar after a 
term of Music.”

“I used to only be able to sing but now I sing, 
play drums and I can play a few songs on 
the guitar and piano.” 

“Music has helped me learn guitar and bass 
guitar – it has also helped my confidence.”

“Music is really fun – you get lots of 
opportunities to learn instruments.” 

Year 9 Leadership Forum

The College is committed to developing 

leadership in our young people. This new 

initiative (coached by our Head Boy and 

Head Girl) provides the opportunity for our 

emerging leaders to grow confidence and 

leadership skills.

“Having a Year 9 Forum helps give students 
a voice in the Student Council because the 
decisions being made are going to have the 
greatest impact on us.”   

Enrolment Interviews

As part of our commitment to 
personalising learning, all new students 
and their parents are invited to attend a 
short interview with the Principal. 

Year 9 Family Dinner

This, once again, was a very successful 
event giving families the opportunity 
to meet with staff, senior students and 
other families in a relaxed and informal 
setting. This event will be repeated in early 
February 2017. Congratulations to the Year 
13 Home Economics students who catered 
for nearly 400 people on the night.

Year 9

Communication
Live Reporting 2017

Communication between teachers, 
students and parents is a vital component 
of academic success. Rather than relying 
on paper reports, live reporting utilises our 
Parent Portal so that parents can log on at 
any time to access up-to-date information 
about the achievement of their son or 
daughter in each class.  In addition, Form 
Teachers, subject Teachers and Deans are 
always available to discuss any matter.  

Parent Portal 

Access to the Parent Portal is through the 
College Website allowing you access to 
your students’ information in addition to 
daily notices and College newsletters. You 
will receive an email from the College with 
your Parent Portal password. 

Next steps

Orientation days for Year 8 students will 
be held in early July. Parents and students 
are also invited to an additional evening 
session on Tuesday 5th July 2017 @ 6.30pm.

Parent/Student/Teacher 
Interviews

These occur three times a year and emails 
will be sent with dates and instructions 
for booking times on   
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz

Conferencing Day 2017

Held in March, the Conferencing Day 
providers an opportunity to meet with 
Form Teachers to discuss progress to date 
and goal setting. 

“The Parental Portal is great and means I can check in with how things are going and with the live 
reporting at any time. I also appreciate the welcome emails from teachers at the beginning of the year 
outlining the programme and the openness of being able to contact them with any concerns.” 

Performing Arts

The Performing Arts team is a highly 
successful and vibrant team, consisting of 
Dance and Drama. It is offered in Years 9 
and 10, whilst NCEA Levels 1-3 in Dance 
and Drama are taught in the senior school.

We have a thriving and well attended 
extra-curriculum programme, with 
clubs taking place across all year levels, 
providing students with the opportunity 
to further their interests, skills and to 
enjoy the arts. Students also have the 
opportunity to attend performances and 
workshops as well as specialist tutors 
in school. We have a professional, well 
equipped Dance studio, and a number of 
other purpose built spaces; including a 
black box performance space for Drama 
performances.

“Performing Arts challenges you to be 
creative”

Year 9 Options Group 1



Year 9 Options Group 2

Year 9 Options Group 3

Design & Visual Communications 
(Graphics)

An exciting and creative subject where 
students have the opportunity to extend 
both their understanding of digital media 
and their hand rendered drawing skills. 
The classroom offers a computer for each 
student, technical drawing boards and a 
wide range of drawing media to experiment 
with. The tasks are diverse and invite an 
innovative approach with each project 
being a balance of technical drawing and 
dynamic visual communication.

Technology - Hard Materials

In Technology, students work through 
the Design Process to design, develop, 
manufacture and evaluate their own 
products. They develop confidence and 
skills in the use of a variety of materials 
including wood, metal, plastics and 
composites. Students also learn computer 
aided design methods, using 3D printer 
and a laser cutter. 

An exciting new initiative is the 

purchase of a Fusion 40 Laser 

Cutter which will be used by senior 

students for product design. 

“I have really enjoyed Hard Tech/Materials for 
this year as we have been able to do heaps of 
hands on practical work and have learnt lots 
of new skills that I can put to use later in life.” 

Digital Technology

Learn to design your own websites, 
investigate how to make animation and 
programming games, build a computer 
and service it. Bring your own laptops and 
devices to add to the resources available 
to you. We have all the latest software and 
share your work with others on our Virtual 
Learning website. Come and learn!

“Digital Technology is a interactive, fun 
learning experience especially with the 
teachers, you will learn lots of new skills and 
information in computing and more.” 

Food & Nutrition

In Home Economics students evaluate 
current issues of nutrition, identify and 
reflect on the factors that influence 
people’s choices and use this to make 
informed choice. Through the processes of 
selecting, preparing, cooking and serving 
food, students develop creativity and a 
sense of accomplishment. 

“Home Economics is a great subject to 
choose as it allows you to learn lots of new 
skills and knowledge for the future. It’s not 
only enjoyable, it’s delicious!’

Technology Textiles

 “Textiles is a really fun class to take. It’s an 
amazing place to express your creativity and 
love of sewing.” 

 “I enjoy Textiles because we get to make 
amazing products and we can take it home 
to show everyone what we have made.” 

Students have the opportunity to taste 
authentic foreign foods, correspond with 
native speakers and even travel overseas. 
What better way to equip young people with 
the skills to succeed in our global economy.

French

Students gain an understanding of 
French culture and learn to greet, count, 
introduce themselves and describe 
aspects of daily life. Linked with a school 
in Monaco, students have the opportunity 
to communicate with young French 
teenagers throughout the year using a 
range of media.

“I love French because it’s easy and similar 
to English. It’s a really fun environment to 
learn in. They also use French in dance so it’s 
very helpful for me. ”

Spanish

Students learn Spanish through a range 
of activities and by the end of the course 
will be able to hold a simple conversation 
with a native speaker. Linked to Monserrat 
School in Argentina, the students have the 
opportunity to develop real friendships 
with young people of their age.

“I’ve always wanted to learn Spanish 
because I love the culture and sound of 
the language. I like being able to have 
conversations with other people in a 
different language. I think it’s a really 
important skill.” 

Te Rēo Māori

Students gain an understanding 

of the Māori language, culture and 

pronunciation.

“He pai Te Reo Māori ki a ahau. I chose Te 

Reo Māori because it is part of my culture 

and I really enjoy it. Before I came to college, 

I had no knowledge of Te Reo Māori. Māori 

is a great language to learn and is awesome 

if you want to learn about your own culture. 

It’s great fun.”

Japanese

Students have fun learning to read 

and write hiragana and kanji script and 

communicate with each other in a new and 

exciting language. 

“Year 12 and 13 students have an 

opportunity to attend a biannual two week 

trip to Japan and three month exchange at 

our sister school.” 

Mandarin 

Students learn the basics of Mandarin, 

including Pinyin and Chinese characters. 

By the end of the year they will have the 

ability to hold a simple conversation. This 

is a great opportunity to learn a language 

that will equip our students for the future. 

“Learning Mandarin is fun and the more you 

practise the easier it gets.”  

Languages



Financial Literacy

The aim of this course is to develop 
students’ money management skills, show 
them how to make “their money work for 
them” and help them make smart financial 
choices. Leads to Year 10 Business Studies, 
senior Economics and Accounting.

“Financial literacy is a fun way to learn more 
about money and how to save it. I would 
recommend it to all students.” 

“ Financial Literacy helps improve your 
money skills – from how to earn an income 
and how to spend it wisely. It is a great 
subject if you want to be smart with your 
money.” 

Horticulture

Enhances the student’s appreciation of 
plants and their growth requirements and 
also teaches them how to grow their own 
vegetables.

“Horticulture is a great subject if you like 
being outside. You get to grow your own 
plants and veggies and look after your 
garden. It is one of my favourite subjects.” 

Classical Studies

In this course students link the ancient 

world to our own; studying ancient stories, 

great historical military leaders, scientific 

discoveries, ancient Greek and Roman 

religion, art and philosophy.

“Classics is a way to see through the eyes of 

individuals in ancient societies.” 

“Classics is an entertaining learning 

experience. You learn about ancient 

societies, myths and religious beliefs.” 

Film making

We look at how films work and how they 

affect audiences. Students learn the skills 

of photography, film-making, editing and 

film analysis. A ‘hands-on course’ with a 

dedicated computer suite helps students 

to understand and navigate their media-

rich environment.

“Film Making is fun, exciting and practical. 

You get to use your own initiative.” 

Other
Year 9 Options

Learning Support
“Extensive avenues 

of support provide 

for students who are 

identified as at risk of 

underachievement. 

The recently developed 

learning centre provides 

a positive environment 

for students with 

differing needs, including 

additional support in 

literacy and numeracy.”  
Education Review Office Report

The Learning Centre 

This is a place where selected students 
can have extra support in all sorts of 
identified areas of need. Students utilise 
the Learning Centre for independent or 
supervised study. Specific subject help 
is also provided as well as ESOL (English 
speakers of other languages) classes. 

‘Specialist staff work in the 

centre to provide a vibrant 

and essential environment.’

Gateway Programme

Gateway provides functional employment 
and transition to work skills. The focus 
is to ensure the students gain suitable 
NCEA Level 1-3 credits plus meet literacy 
and numeracy requirements to open 
up opportunities for future training and 
employment.

Dyslexia & SPELD Programmes

Junior students are identified (through 
Primary School, parent, teacher or student 
referral) and work through a programme 
to support reading and writing. Dyslexic 
students have reader/ writer support for 
tests and assessments at all levels of the 
school. All staff, through their professional 
learning programme, are aware of dyslexic 
learners and use strategies to support 
their learning. In 2017, both Year 9 and Year 
10 mainstream Form Classes to support 
dyslexic learners are operational. 

Supported Learning 

We cater for students who need on-going 
supported learning in one or more subject 
areas with customised programmes and 
a team of teacher aides. Our centre has 
great facilities, three classroom spaces, 
quiet areas, adapted toilet area, kitchen, 
courtyard and computers. Students are 
supported in this environment and in 
classes in the rest of the school, focussing 
on gaining academic qualifications in 
NCEA Level 1 and the National Certificate 
in Work and Community Skills to assist 
them in their transition after College. 



We believe that sport of any 
type, in any form is of huge 
benefit to students mentally, 
socially and physically.

When our young people are 
engaged in sport, we know that 
the values and disciplines transfer 
to their learning. Coaches need to 
be aware of current practice and 
techniques of working with young 
people. Many of our students compete 
in representative teams at provincial, 
regional and international level. Sports 
stories and results are able to be viewed 
on the College sport website.

Our Sports Committee, led by the Sports 
Captains, are a team of highly enthused 
seniors who are proactive in organising 
Athletics day and Interhouse sports events.

Our relationship with 
The Ricki Herbert 
Football Academy is 
continuing with Ian 
Porteous as Head 
Coach of our boys and girls 1st XI.  The 
Academy offers an opportunity for any 
young footballer to improve their overall 
game during the school term. The Academy 
is involved with all our teams including 
trainings after College and on Thursday 
mornings before College starts. This is seen 
as a long term initiative to give our students 
excellent coaching by professional sports 
coaches.

The College encourages international sports 
exchanges. We have enjoyed hosting teams 
from Japan, Australia and the U.K. over the 
past five years.

Sports

 
 

 

Ricki	  Herbert	  Football	  Academy	  

	  
	  

	  

Athletics   

Badminton    Basketball   

BMX Racing   Bowls   Canoe Polo   Cricket   Cross 

Country   Cycling   Equestrian   Football   Golf   Hockey   

Karate   Martial Arts   Motocross   Mountain Biking   Multisport/

Triathlon   Netball   Round the Bays    Rowing   Rugby   Skateboarding   Skiing   

Snowboarding   Squash   Swimming   Ten Pin Bowling   Volleyball   Wrestling



Dance & Drama
The College provide a plethora of 
opportunities for those students who 
enjoy Dance or Drama performance 
and creation.  Our students always 
perform to a high level in a varied 
number of local and regional events.  

We have a multi-talented Arts 
Committee who ensure the range of 
opportunities available to our students 
are diverse and continue to be largely 
student driven.

Students who contribute to and excel 
in this area are eligible to recieve ‘Arts 
Honours’ for excellence in the Arts at 
year 12 & 13.

Performing Arts
Music

The College also encourages students 
to pursue excellence in many musical 
directions. 

Stage Challenge 

“It is a huge challenge but at the end it looks 
amazing and is worth all the long hours of 
work, it is our second year competing and I 
am proud to be a part of the team.” 

“I love Wearable Art! We are able to work 
on garments for different themes while 
recycling at the same time and create outfits 
that could potentially look like something 
Lady Gaga would wear. “

Paraparaumu College fosters 
behind the scenes excellence. 
We have a proud history of 
mentoring experienced lighting  
and sound technicians, as 
well as stage managers and 
backstage crew,  many of 

whom go on to work in the 
industry.

• That’s Artstanding Wearable Arts 
Show

• Hip Hop regional competition crews

• Peace Week event 

• WOW Factor (Primary School tour) 

• Amadeus Orchestra

• Drama/Musical Productions

• House Performances (Maori History) 

• Stage Challenge

• Technical and Production roles 
(sound, light, stage management, 
costume, make up, choreography)

• Arts Supper

• Mentoring for bands and singer/
songwriters

• Barbershop Quartets and Vocal 
groups

• Year 9 Talent Quest

• Music ‘n’ Motion (entirely student 
led production) 

• Itinerant music classes

• 48 Hour Film competition

• Sheilah Winn Shakespeare 
competition 

WOW Factor 

“Seeing the students’ faces light up and sing 
and dance along with the performance was 
a definite highlight of the Wow Factor 2016 
tour.”

“This year I was a part of Wow Factor; there 
are students from all years performing 
musical pieces, dancing and singing. One 
of the best parts of being in Wow Factor 
was having support from others that 
were in different year groups, and gaining 
confidence when performing in front of 
many primary schools in the Kapiti Coast, 
including Coastlands Mall. If you are into 
music, or not, I would still get involved as 
this is something that will challenge you and 
help you make new friends.”

Sheilah Winn

“It’s a great experience that helps you learn 
about an enriching language.” 

Barbershop 

“You’re not just a team, you’re a family.” 

“It was our first time in competing in 
Barbershop Regionals and we won a place!” 

Technical crew

“Lighting and sound is a great activity to get 
involved in as it develops your leadership 
skills and is really fun. It gives you a great 
base of knowledge and you get to work with 
a supportive and helpful crew.” 

That’s Artstanding Wearable Art 



World Challenge 2016 
Vietnam & Cambodia 

“The World Challenge trip was truly a life 

changing experience. I could never have 

imagined myself along with 15 other 

students embarking on an expedition 

to Vietnam and Cambodia. As well as 

trekking and exploring within Cambodia 

we were able to engage with beautiful 

HIV positive kids from an orphanage. By 

teaching, painting, and playing we were 

able to volunteer our time, making a small 

difference that not only helped them, but 

taught us to appreciate the fortunate life 

we have. Together we immersed ourselves 

into a different culture without technology, 

eating different kinds of foods and 

exchanging cultures which has undoubtedly 

given all of us indescribable experience that 

we will share and treasure forever. Photos 

and stories cannot describe the amazing 

experience we got at such a young age.”

Year 10 OPC 
(Sir Edmund Hilary  Outdoor Pursuit Centre)

“On OPC you establish more connections 

with classmates and with nature. You 

learn heaps of new skills and see so many 

amazing views. The food is great and I had 

the time of my life. If you like climbing, 

crawling and the outdoors and don’t mind 

getting a bit muddy I would definitely 

recommend OPC.” 

48 Hour Film Competition

“It was a blast. Keeping to the script and 
keeping up with changes to the idea was a 
challenge” 

“It’s stressful but worth it; the payoff is 
incredible.”

VLN (Virtual Learning Network) 

Now in its second year, the VLN 
programme allows students to participate 
(through videoconferencing sessions) 
in online e-learning in various subjects. 
During the video conference, students 
will be seen by their teacher and other 
students in their class, who could be 
logging in from anywhere in NZ. 

“The best thing about VLN is that I can learn 
by correspondence, while still being part of a 
fun class atmosphere.”

Also…
 • Year 12 Geography Trips

 • International Visits & Exchanges

 • Interhouse Sport

 • That’s Artstanding

 • WOW Factor

 • Kapiti Island Visit

 • Debating Group

Successful Learners

“The opportunities for 
students to be involved 
in College life inside and 
outside the classroom 
are endless.”

“Give everything a go 
because you will regret 
not trying it whether it’s 
the flying fox or the ropes 
course – just go for it!”  

Year 9 
Activity Day



Robotics

Barbershop & Barbershop Chorus   

Busking

Debating   

SEAR   

WOW Factor   

Music ‘n’ Motion   

Major Production   

Mural Painting Group  

‘Masterchef’ Competition    

Sheilah Winn Festival of Shakespeare  

Stage Challenge    

Basketball Referee Club    

Amnesty   

‘That’s Artstanding’ Wearable Arts 
Competition   

ICAS/Australian English

Mathematics Competitions

Creative Writing   

Hip Hop   

40 Hour Famine   

Pink Shirt Day   

Spirit of Adventure (Yr 10)   

Spanish Club 

...to name a few

Programmes within the College which 
support students in a number of important 
areas are: 

• Peace Week  

• Travellers

• Mana Wahine

• Peer Support

• Pink Shirt Day

• SEAR 

• Shave for a Cure

• Youth Week

Safe School Leaders

This programme reinforces Paraparaumu 
College’s zero tolerance towards bullying. 
Senior students teach Year 9 classes.

School Council

This is a forum for students to discuss new 
ideas, propose changes and advocate for 
the school community. The Council also 
fundraises for a wide variety of school 
environmental improvements e.g.   
BBQ area, seating and shade sails, murals in 
addition to community groups and activities.

SEAR 
(Societal, Environmental & Animal Rights) 

“SEAR is a student led group focusing on 
the problems that we face today and taking 
action to change them which will allow 
us to further improve the community we 
live in. SEAR has several ongoing projects, 
including beach clean-ups, recycling 
awareness around our community, refugee 
crisis awareness and starting a recycling 
initiative within our college. SEAR is perfect 
for anyone wanting to make a positive 
difference in our world.”

Sports Management

“From my experience in Year 13 Sports 
Management this year, I have really enjoyed 
that we go to Primary Schools and teach 
the students games that we have trialled 
in class that are based around building 
teamwork and cooperation and will be fun 
for the children. We also get to complete a 
first aid course that is a great experience and 
great to have on your CV in the future.”

Reader/Writers 

“Having a reader writer is important to me, 
so that I can get my ideas down as quickly 
and efficiently as possible within the time 
limits of tests and exams.”

Students Supporting Students

Clubs

Extracurricular activities 
& curricular competitions 
are available. How much 

you get involved is 
entirely up to you!

“Robotics is quickly becoming an 
important part of our kids futures. 
We are very fortunate to have 50 
students in our club.“

“We have been working with Victoria 
University and the students visited 
the School of Engineering and 
Computer Science. Students are 
learning to program Raspberry Pi’s 
using Python and are also building 
their own robots.”



Art History (Year 12-13)

Art History at Paraparaumu College is an 
eye-opening study of humankind through 
the eyes of the great painters, sculptors 
and architects of history. Students gain an 
understanding of how art is influenced by 
historical contexts by critically examining 
how the artists of the past perfected their 
crafts. 

“To study Art History is not only to see the 
world as those before us saw it, but to live 
and feel all that they felt.” 

Digital Science (Years 12 & 13) 

Digital Science covers; programming, 
L.A.N., W.A.N., consequences of video 
game development, binary, data encoding, 
encryption, compression, software 
engineering, artificial intelligence, 
computer graphics and some other 
computer science topics.

Students with a keen interest in how 
computers and networks work and hope 
to study Computer Science at tertiary level 
should consider taking this course. 

Senior Health (Year 11, 12 & 13) 

“I have taken all senior levels of Health. 
Health allows you to challenge yourself by 
thinking outside the box.  It is a relatable 
course, as there is a focus on current ethical 
issues.  It is rewarding in the sense that it 
allows you to make a difference.  In Year 12, I 
was part of a group that organised a variety 
concert raising money for a family in Nepal 
after the earthquake.  It was rewarding to 
see progress being made and it opens my 
eyes to the perspectives and situations of 
those around me.”  

Going Further
Environmental Science

Environmental Science focuses on 
understanding how the environment works, 
so that we can minimise environmental 
damage in the everyday activities 
of modern life, or help to repair past 
environmental damage. 

Argentina 2017
Spanish Language trip 

Next year a group of students will be 
travelling to Córdoba, Argentina to 
experience life as an Argentinian student. 
We have been communicating with the 
school ‘Colegio Monserrat’ for over two 
years now, and students will now get the 
chance to meet their friends. They will 
be hosted by families, go to school and 
partake in a variety of trips including a four 
day stay in Buenos Aires. Student’s will visit 
the ‘gauchos’ (cowboy ranch),see a Tango 
Show,  take a boat trip and even visit the 
site of the famous ‘Boca Juniors’ soccer 
stadium. The trip will be an invaluable 
learning experience for students in terms 
of developing their knowledge of Spanish 
language and South American culture.

Mexican Trip 2017

The Biology Department of Paraparaumu 
College are taking 26 students on a field trip 
of a life time!  We are travelling to Calakmul 
Biosphere Reserve and Akumai coral reef 
(in Mexico) to carry out various types of 
Biological sampling and conservation 
work.  The types of species we will be 
monitoring are Sea turtles, bats, jaguars, 
butterflies, frogs and spider monkeys.  We 
will be working with international scientists, 
helping to collect data for publications and 
to aid in conservation funding for the area.

Rowing 

“I love being on the water and the thrill of 
competing. We are all looking forward to the 
Maadi Cup in 2017.”

“Digital Science is great because you get to the ‘/root” of network problems’.”

“Digital Science has helped me come out of my ‘shell’.”

Equestrian 
“I enjoy competing for the 
college and the fact that 
I can ride with my school 
friends. The interschool 
College equestrian event 
at Waikanae Park this 
year was great fun and I 
hope we can have more 
events like this.” 

    Accounting  (Years 11-13)

“In Accounting, students will learn about various 
financial statements used to analyse a business’s 
performance, and how that can be used to make the 
best profit for the business.”

“This is an excellent subject for students who would 
like to expand their numeracy and literacy skills into 
an area highly demanded in the employment market.”



“I’m really enjoying Environmental Science at 
Victoria University so far, although it’s a huge 

adjustment and workload, everything is so 
interesting and I’m so happy with what I’ve 

chosen (am especially liking plants and weather 
side of things!!).  I’m now realizing that I would 

be completely lost without all the things we 
learnt last year most especially in environmental 

science so I’m really grateful for that!!”

•	 Exercise	common	sense,	
courtesy,		co-operation	and	
consideration

•	 Achieve	to	the	best	of	their	
ability

•	 Take	pride	in	wearing	their	
uniform	correctly

•	 Be	punctual	at	all	times

•	 Complete	all	homework	set

•	 Maintain	a	safe	physical	and	
emotional	environment

Our	Students	are	expected	to:

College Life
All students will receive the College Student 
Handbook which is filled with important 
information for the year ahead. A copy of 
this handbook will also be available on the 
College website.

Start Dates for 2017
These dates will be published in the local 
newspaper and on the College website. 

Daily Timetable & Attendance
The College day starts at 8.45am (when 
all students must attend Form Time) 
and finishes at 3.15pm. On Thursdays, 
College starts at 9.45am to allow the staff 
to undertake their professional teaching 
programme. Thursday has amended bell 
times due to this but the school day still 
finishes at 3.15pm. The school day can be 
viewed on the website and your students’ 
individual timetable will be visible on the 
parental portal.

Uniform
The College has a modern uniform for 
juniors and seniors. Year 13 students are 
allowed to wear mufti unless they are 
representing the College (when they will 
wear full senior uniform). Students are 
expected to wear their uniform to and from 
College and during the day, with pride and 
we appreciate our parents working with the 
College to ensure all students are tidy and 
in correct uniform. All items of uniform, 
other than shoes, can be purchased from 
the uniform shop onsite. Please refer to the 
website for opening hours.

College Canteen 

“The Canteen staff are always kind, friendly, 
have great service and a huge range of fresh 
food with lots of choice.”

Spread the cost…
The College encourages parents to set 
up regular Automatic Payments to help 
with the expense of students beginning 
College. These payments can begin whilst 
your student is still in Year 8 and continue 
through their entire time they are attending 
College. For more information check out 
the ‘information’ tab on the College website 
or contact the Finance Manager,   
Mrs Newall x843  or  email:   
accounts@pc.school.nz

Parents Association 

“As a new parent to the College I joined the 
Parents’ Association to meet other parents, 
to get involved in fun and friendly fund 
raising opportunities and be part of a lively 
forum to facilitate discussions between 
the school and parents.  I’m currently the 
Secretary of the Parents’ Association and 
enjoy using my finance and administration 
skills to contribute to the school community.” 
Della Urgenc

Quote from past students……

“Paraparaumu College greatly prepared 
me for my undergraduate and masters 
studies at the University of Otago and my 
current doctoral studies at the University 
of Cambridge. Academically, Paraparaumu 
College provided a supportive and engaging 
learning environment, one in which I was 
encouraged to push beyond my self-imposed 
limitations to see what I was actually capable 
of achieving. Teachers were always more 
than willing to provide additional help when 
needed. Paraparaumu College also provided 
a number of opportunities for me to pursue 
my extracurricular passions of performing 
arts and sport and the schools leadership 
programmes equipped me with an invaluable 
set of leadership skills.“ Lissie Liddle 
-PhD Candidate, Centre for Sustainable 
Development, University of Cambridge


